FOURFAST DOGS ON A MISSION

Flyball is a relay race for dogz. Four dogs
take turns running 51 feet over a set of
four hurdles, retrieving a tennis ball

from a spring-loaded box and
returning to the start/finish line.
Their object i= to do it faster than
the opposing team on an adjacent
racing lane. Races are broken
down Eo heats, The frst team
that wins three of five heats wins
the race. Here are some key
components of flyball racing:

THE START

Timéng lights — similar tao the
anes used in drag raging — help
thar handler to reloase the dog
and break the sensor beam at
thed start,fenish line a% the right
time. If a dog starks too early, it
i5 a false start and it must
bogin the heat again,

Start/finksh ling m——

fram yelkow Lo
red ko green for
handlers ta tima
their release of
the dog.

Jump height is changed by
adding or removing slats

Diogs jump fowr hurdles that are
spaced 10 feet apart. The jump
hagnt i 4 inchas balow B
shoulder hedght of the shortest
dog on aach team. The
minsmum helght is T inches;
maximum is 16 inches.

&z each dog returmns, It passes
khe naxt dog munning from the
Peam at the starl/Nimish ling, The
degs are clocked separately by
the timing system and the team
batal 15 tallind automatically.

HEAD TO HEAD

Twa beams squane off at a competition. An electronic judaing syshem is used ko time
starts, passes, findshes, and individual dogs” times to the thousandth of a second.

Q-Une judge

TIING LIGHTS
Lights flash down

& tennis ball is loaded in
a hole in frant of Bhe B

Do sheps on the box to
release the ball and tumns

3 THE FLYBALL BOX & TURN

A Bennas ball 15 lagded into & oring-loaded
fiyball box at the end of the lane, The dog
staps on Ehe froak of e box which r

b

laurchis the ball. The dog catches the
ball and carries it back over the
jumips. The dog pushes off of the
fiyball box to turn arownd
quickly. Some dogs may do a
swimmer's tum.
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WINNING LOCAL TEAM'S
WORLD RECORDS

1 Spring Loaded, regular team
(made up of any pure or miked
beeed dogs): 15.22 seconds

B Spring Loaded, mult-breed
team (made up of four §0 Six
different breeds) 15,36 seconds

MORE POINTERS

1 What Kind of dogs play fiyball? Any deg can
learm to play fiyball. Some breeds, such as
Barder collies, Australian shepherds, shelties
and Jack Bussell terriers, do botber than athers,
bany mimed breseds are greak competitors.

¥ How fast are they? Team speeds vary, so they
are divided into divisions based on their speed.
Thee fastest teams, in Bivision 1, can run the
course In about 16 seconds (that's 4 spoonds per
dog). Avrerage speed beams run the course in
under 20 seconds.
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